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visite serali o notturne solo su prenotazione/evening or night visits only on reservations 
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Information Point:  
Point of tourist information at the front desk in the MULTIMEDIA OFFICE in Via S. Angelo Snc in the 

historical center of Craco Old www.comune.craco.mt.itVisits to the Historic Centre can be made all day from 

10.00 am to Sunset, by referring to the information desk at the MEDIA Centre in Via S. Angelo snc, or contact 

the following references: 

Mr. Vincenzo Montemurro cell.3294781495 email: serviziocracocard@comune.craco.mt.it 
Mr. William (English and Italian guide): 3894508549  serviziocracocard@comune.craco.mt.it 
Mr. Nicola Lisanti cell. 3922033704 email: info@cracoricerche.net   

 

Conditions for visiting the Museum Scenography Park of Craco 

(Annex1 to determine n. 5 12/01/2016) 

 

The Museum Scenography Park of Craco can be visited by acquiring of CRACO CARD DAILY (daily) 

customized and valid only on the day of its release. The Craco Card gives access to the historic center of Craco 

through a secured pathway, to the Municipal Library, the Atelier of Art and Cinema, to the monastery of S. Peter 

and the Palace of Culture (located Craco Peschiera only for events and viewing movies shot at Craco) in addition 

to free parking in the areas reserved to holders of Craco Card. 

Entrance is free for children under 14 years, if accompanied by holders of Craco Card. 

The minimum donations for the release of Craco Card is of 10,00 ¬ in case of day visit in the secured pathway 

and other services made available at the media Centre and ú 15,00 for complete tour. The complete tour allows 

you, apart from visiting the secured partway and the Media Centre, the access to the Atelier of Art and Cinema, 

the monastery of S. Peter and the Palace of Culture. 

The daily visits are carried out every day from 10:00 am to Sunset by addressing to the Reception at the Media 

Centre in Via S. Angelo snc, Craco Old. 

With a minimum donation of ú 100,00  you adhere to CRACO CARD GOLD, it valid for one year with which, 

in addition to the visit and events throughout the year, it is possible to carry out photographic and audio-visual 

for artistic, cultural and journalistic use only within the period of  its validity indicated in the authorization issued 

by the municipality of Craco, with which the persons authorized to donate commits to free of rights , and a copy 

of the project realized must be donated to the Municipality of Craco for archive and promotional use only . 

The evening and pre-evening tours in the secured pathway of the historic center is carried out exclusively on the 

basis of reservation with a minimum of 3 visitors, the visit of groups consisting of 3 to 5 visitors will be adjusted 

using the CRACO GOLD CARD with a basic amount of ú 100,00. For each additional visitor is established an 

additional cost of ú 20,00. The basic amount should be paid at the time of booking, also online. Residents of 

Craco the daily and evening rates is applied a reduction of 50% and residents under 14 to 18 years of age if 

accompanied by an adult shall receive a reduction of 70 % of the charges. For visits in the English language both 

day and evening the minimum donation is increased of ú 5,00. 

 

 

People who havenôt got Craco card, ticket for parking: 

                                          - motorbikes: ú 1,00 - cars: ú 3,00  -campers: ú 5,00  

            - bus up to 20 people: ú 10,00 - bus more than 20 people:ú 15,00 

 

Visits are made throughout the year, from 10 am till Sunset,  

by addressing to the Media Centre in via S. Angelo, old Craco. 

The evening and pre-evening tours can be carried out exclusively on the basis of reservation 

For visits and contact information: 

WWW.COMUNE.CRACO.MT.IT  - Comune di Craco  

William (English and Italian guide) (+39) 3894508549 serviziocracocard@comune.craco.mt.it  

Vincenzo (+39) 3294781495 serviziocracocard@comune.craco.mt.it  

Nicola :(+39) 3922033704 - info@cracoricerche.net  

 

 

 

http://www.comune.craco.mt.it/
mailto:serviziocracocard@comune.craco.mt.it
mailto:serviziocracocard@comune.craco.mt.it
mailto:info@cracoricerche.net
http://www.comune.craco.mt.it/
mailto:serviziocracocard@comune.craco.mt.it
mailto:serviziocracocard@comune.craco.mt.it
mailto:info@cracoricerche.net
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Panoramic photo of Craco 
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BRIEF HISTORY OF CRACO  

 

The first written document was dated around 1060 from a bubble of Arnaldo, a Bishop of Tricarico, to the 

priests and the community of Craco. However, archaeological researches tracing the origin of Human 

settlements, trace far back from the Iron Age (VIII-IX century b.C). The oldest building is the Norman tower, 

built (about 1040 a.C), which is visible from the surrounding area like the valley of Salandrella, the Ionian 

coast, Mount Pollino and all its neighbors. A legend tells that Craco in the beginning was called Monte D'Oro. 

In reality, Craco, in ancient times, was called Grachium, the Latin word which means, recent plowing field. 

Craco is crossed by only a river, the Cavone. Craco was a Head office of one of the 78 universities in the 

jurisdiction of Basilicata, Craco contributed financially to the maintenance costs of the castles already begun by 

Frederick II and continued by the Angioini. Throughout the course of the sixteenth century, Craco was highly 

increased in population. This is what emerges from family taxation, where the fiscal fires passed from 362 in 

1521, from maximum peak of 518 in 1561 with 2590 inhabitants. In the last three years of the French 

Government (1813-1815), the population of Craco stood at 1.760/1.770 inhabitant. The Census in those years 

was always negative because of high infant mortality. The majority of the population, as mentioned earlier, was 

devoted to agriculture, livestock and its related activity, but there was also a considerable number of artisans 

and some professionals (doctors, notaries). The clergies in 1815 numbered up to sixteen, while eighteen were 

the monks in the monastery of St. Peter, built in 1630 by Baroni Penna of Amendolara. In 1881 the population 

exceeded the threshold of 2,000 inhabitants. Towards the end of the nineteenth century the city limits had 

reached its maximum expansion. There were several palaces in various parts of the town. The most famous 

which is still in the memory of our elders, were the building Rigirone, Cammarota, Simonetti, Grossi, 

Miadonna, and the Carbone palace. In addition to these noble palaces, a particular architectural beauty were 

public buildings like the town hall, schools, cinema and shops. Today everything has slide along. Among the 

monuments the most important was undoubtedly the monument to the fall in war, erected in 1929 to 

commemorate the victims of WWI. Unfortunately, the monument was among the first structures to collapse. 

Another important building is the monastery dedicated to St. Peter, which was built in 1630, this convent of the 

Franciscans Observant friars had 18 monks from which recalls the monk Nicholas Onorati Columella (1735-

1822) who was an expert in agricultural and natural sciences, and was appointed by Joachimo Murat, the first 

professor of the Faculty of Agronomy at the University Federico II. In 1792 Pope Pius VI donated to the monks 

for their convent an embalmed body of St. Vincent, a martyr of 300 a.C. The mother church of Craco was 

dedicated to st Nicholas V the bishop, (the patron saint of Craco) and was built around XIV century. In the 

church, there were rich and decorated marble altars of baroque art throughout till 80s, after the desecration of 

the church and the subsequent abandonment, it became a resource for many thieves.  

In fact, today the church is completely empty as a symbol of human incivility. The chapel of Our Lady of the 

Star (Madonna Della Stella) 1600 is about 1 km from the old town built near a natural water spring called by 
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the people"crachesi" fountain piscicchio. Craco venerates the Madonna Della Stella, her feast is celebrated on 

the first Sunday of May. Another suggestive chapel was the Virgin of Monserrat, which was located at the 

Square of the Old  

TOWN, WHICH IS COMPLETELY DESTROYED BY THE LANDSLIDE 

The territory of Craco has always been affected by a complex system of landslide with many fronts. In the book 

of history speaks of many landslides that have affected this town at different times: 1600.1805,1857,1870 and 

1933. the people "crachesi", despite the difficulties that most affected this earth, they never abandoned their 

town. The hill is made up of ñvariegated claysò that is red clay, green and dark gray, which are strongly 

prepared for hydrological instability. The top of the relief instead is constituted by the ñconglomerate of 

Cracoò, polygenic conglomerate, composed of limestone elements, sandstone and Marley erinaceous, roughly 

rounded, slightly to moderate, cemented by a sandy-clayed matrix with degree of cementation varies from point 

to point. The landslide has ancient origins and so natural, but that of 1963 was primarily consequent of the 

features that the urban expansion of the 900 contributed to the sliding. The leakage of the pipe networks and 

water wastes, that is tanks and wells also contributed. In the period between the 60s and 80s, Craco lost more 

than half of the citizens, because the landslide, the landslide also added to the scarcity of work and many were 

forced to emigrate to Northern part of Italy and abroad. Currently the population of Craco has780 inhabitants. 

The landscape context, that is the continuity of the colors and its particular harmony and unique 

geomorphology over the past forty years have made it more natural sets sought by the great Italian and 

international cinema and because of this many films are shot in Craco. Films like: The Wolf  by Alberrto 

Lattuada, The time of the beginning by Luigi Di Gianni, Christ Stopped at Eboli by Francesco Rosi, King 

David by  Bruce Beresford, Saving Grace by Tom Conti, Class of Iron,  The Night Sun by Paolo, Vittorio 

Taviani, Scorched Earth by Fabio Segatori, The passion of Christ by Mel Gibson, Nativity by Catherine 

Hardwicke, The Big Question directed by Francesco Cabras, Alberto Molinari, Nine Poems in Basilicata  by 

Antonello Faretta, James Bond 007-Quantum of Solace directed by Marc Foster, Daniel Craig and Giancarlo 

Giannini, Basilicata coast to coast by Rocco Papaleo, Murder in the Dark by Dagen Merrill , A Village Doctor 

by Liugi di Gianni.The future direction is to give the site of Craco is valorization and recovery of scientific 

purpose, cultural, film production, tourism,  with residencies and workshop for artists. To this purpose we 

established scenic park museum with workshop of art, film and design made of scientific infrastructure to 

create a laboratory research, experimentation and training on new technologies, soil conservation and 

environmental monitoring. The mayor presented a program demanding for an intervention from the State and 

the Basilicata region 
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Infrastructure, mobility and services 

The Municipality of Craco appertain the basins attraction of Metaponto and of the province capital, Matera, both 

for reasons of tourist-receptive and as well as regarding to the use of services to citizens, such as secondary 

schools, ASL, social assistance, etc... As regards transport, Craco is located along an important connection route: 

the EX SS 103 (currently in the province jurisdiction) that allows connection from one side with Matera and 

Potenza, by connecting to the SS 407 Basentana through the ex SS 176, on the other hand with the SS 598 Valle 

dell'Agri to reach Policoro and the SS 106 Jonica single artery of link on the Ionian Sea between the south and the 

North of Italy. 
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The Attractions of the Territory 

In order to enhance the ancient centre of Craco the Municipal Administration started in 2009 Museum 

Scenography Park project. The Park includes the surrounding naturalistic landscape with its gullies, the 

abounded historic centre , which in its beauty represents a monument to open sky inserted into the 

Watch List 2010 of the World Monuments Fund , the cinematographic places, the artistic and 

archaeological sites, the Fountain έPiscicchioέ, the Medieval walls and religious sites such as the Church 

of the Madonna Della Stella, the Sacred Heart of Jesus and other public facilities such as the Atelier of 

Art and Cinema , the Monastery of San Pietro, the Municipal Media Centre used in the latter days as 

logistic base for all the activities that took place inside the Museum Scenography Park. For the 

management of the Park ThŜ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ άCraco Card Servicesέ, this service allows 

visitors to carry out the visits inside the medieval village using the secured paths specially made to carry 

out the visit in total safety among the ruins of the historical abounded centre of Craco. These paths are 

exclusively accessible with an instrument of Craco Card Daily (ticket) which is an individual instrument of 

accession and voluntary support to the project of enhancement of artistic, archaeological and landscape 

within the municipal territory. 

The visits to the Park are carried out by the Municipality of Craco from 2009 in collaboration with the 

Company Craco Research Ltd, which has been entrusted the operational management, organization, 

welcoming  and accompanying with the "Craco Card Service", but also the operational phase and 

organizational events, concerts, exhibitions, workshops, held in all periods of the year, on Easter 

Monday, in December the Mother Earth Day in collaboration with Slow Food , in October with the 

traditional fairs and innovation but especially with the "Program Craco Cinema" held from May to 

September, that provides the most important and intense events, with the exhibition "Jazz and cinema" 

they organize both jazz music and classical music , master classes, workshops, exhibitions, projections, 

photographic exhibitions and digital painting and non-digital painting, seminars of literature and cinema, 

meetings with the authors of the world of literature of cinema of art and culture, tastings of typical 

products, all these events are accessed exclusively with the Craco Card Daily , all in the extraordinary 

framework  of the historic centre of Craco. 
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Photos of typical products 
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Typical Dishes 

Ferrettati (macroni ai ferri) local traditional pasta  

Grain mushrooms and sausages (local traditional recipe) 

cheeses and local salami 

pastiera with local wheat 

Lampascioni of Craco (tuber very appreciated by Francis Ford Copppola) 

Asparagus (wild) 

Chickpeas (still cultivated in minimum part) 
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 Photos of typical products during the fair of tasting of the traditions and innovations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


